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the time of Lin. 



I ^uliii/itimn, enumerate' scared v more tliun ■JlJil l-'irn., whid) lie 
veiemJ to twelve genera: wlidc tlic tyec/rs n,iiil„ni,i, uf the late 
Professor Willdtnow contains upward, of a tluiussitui plants uf llio 
same order, arr.irsaeii under ibrti -three genera. It is. however 
rt!:iiarkulilr, lli.it of tliLs msl uomlier of ijiedts nearly one li.dl 
iii'ltjuir Hi four of llie I.LniiHiti gnii'ra, namely i'ati/iwlium, Acrn- 
sticliaia, Aijili-iiitun, and I'lrri.; all of ivluch im first. f>ro]io-od 
l)_v Hay In 111- Mrlimil„~ I'hinhirln.l Em»ih:in. ;m Wished 111 1103; 
• An. 17», b, ifMu i, VAaHmt X*pU ia 7bn, rot. v. p. 401. 

without 
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"ilhinil. nsiim-s, i[K].'fil, bin willi diameters nearly similar to 
those of Linncus, 



•till including 157 specie, or upwards of 8 Jnath part of the 

The expediency of subdividing Pslspvdium, as veil as some 
lit' '.lie oilier t-encri'. uiMilijticl. e.ijicci:illy .jfjWi.ViuiK. i'. indeed 
obviuus, mil merely on account o:" '.iieir stent extent, but also 
lioin tin: itrikm.n ditlereuce; In Imliil tiisiij anion;; ll.e species 
referred la each, 

I hare, some time ago*, had an opportunity of remarking, llm; 
two plunlf !.:r'i-i III I'liiiil.v.itillia, P.iU-iiin- ii mi ii:;p,::i;r,;i»i, l'„rin 
a distinct genu., from the peculiar sliui'tiirc of iiieir inviilucium, 

This genus 1 have named in honour of mj friend Mr. Joseph 
Woods, whOH merits as an accurate and skilful Fn.,[ish bo- 
tanist art! well known 10 many of the members of this .Society i 
and the object of the present cuintminicaiiuu is to illustrate it by 
-jiiio additional observations on its structure, and by a very per- 
fect drawing, for nbich I am indebted to the friendship of 
Mr. Francis Uauer. 

The character disl.!ii;;iili!^2 flWjia from ail other genera 
of Ferns hitherto established, consists in it; invulucruin bdu» 
inserted under llie group of capsules, ur, as it is technically 
enlitd, die jwio, ■■■.■Inch it completely surrounds at the base; 
while it is ill every -biiie open lit top, having its luer^.u divide;! 
- Proi,. H. Mm Hull. I. p, liS, Obi, b. 
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into a number of capillary segments, which from their length and 
incMvLiiiun entirely conceal the jouaj capsules, and in a great 
measure Ihe full grown. 

That eo singular a si rut Lire should have been hitherto unno- 
ticed, even though bulb species of the genus have been described 
and figured e.r.ec ibe publication of Dr. Smith' j memoir, is nut 

hevcnrrnf the fina.!, lair- l.e n,vrr-,llj rnntoui I ••■[)• St. 

The difficult), loo, of Kporaliog ihe meor bra nc entire from the 
irond, to wiiu h. by the pri-tur. ,.f ihe cap»rl«. it i* closely 

ieii:n; s rd.eady quoted, its existence has been doubted by a bo- 
tanist, whose opinion, espeeifilly in wlintuver regards this order of 
]iliints, is of peeidiar 'vi ight, mid in opposition to which I should 
mil rclidn full eunfidem'e in my own uh,oi'Vi( lions, though fre- 
quently repealed, were they not so distinctly oniiumicd liy 
Mr. Bauer's excellent drawing. 

I first observed the invnhicrum sii years ago in living plants 
of HWiiir* /•gperiarca, and have since repeatedly ascertained its 

,.„,..„. These two plants am indeed so nearly related, that I 

and therefore, in proposing them hero as distinct species, I am, 
from want of sufficient materials to determine the question, 
rather following tlic prevailing opinion than my own. 

To the characters and synonyms which follow, 1 have not 
thought it necessary to add description- of the Iwu snppo.cd ■.[«;- 
lies, these having been given by several -if the an thins referred to, 
i.iidin eve:' respect Cornell i .e.\tepl rcioud- die iiioiuer 
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turn : includes Capsuliu pcdiccll 

lamia communi eleiato nnlto, 



d™. Sp PI H r . 1QS K-U„hr Crypt, lij. i. in. 

Acrmtichum iliense. Linn. Sp. Pt ciLt.p. 1S2B. 
Ni |ilii„iliiiin l;[iiu-u:[i. Mic/miir .Iracr. 2. p. J98. 
llMlut iu ru;>i:ms £liio|]:i; ft America! burealis. 
(».«.) X. 

Sj/Jltrtorta. 2. \V. ironiSjlius jiinnslis, [>] isnia tii annul a rib us °b- 
lungisit? iiiciso-fiiiniiiiLririi'! : Inhis integcrri- 
mi> pnucitioris : anlico bascua production. 
Tab. XI. 

Polyporiiuui 1i\[i<t1ii>ivuni. Hs-nri:. S\p\i,p. l\L sy, 

Wiildeo. Sp. PI. 5. p. 197. £«gi. B«. 9023. 
Poljpodiuinanomguni. Smilh FL litit . S.p.1115.* 
I'oii- [khI i [ini [Last, (fVMtring Arrang. ed. 3. 1.3. 
p. 77*. 

Acroalicbum liypcrboreum. Liljeblad in ^cr. 

Stocklmlm. 1793- p- 201- 8 • 
Acrostichum alpinum. Bortwi Fit. Brit. 76. 1.42. 
Cclcrach alpinum. lamcmA cr Decamloltc Ft. 

Fran. t. p. 567. 
Hutital in Europa; alpibus. (v. i>.) ». 

EX- 



f 



174 Mr. Dhows on JfsooW, a nru Geam of Fin: 



EXPLANATION OF TAB. Xt. 
1. A native specimen of Womhin / OT rric™. natural =ize. 

3. A pinna of the snmc plant, mngnincrt 10 diam. 

4. A pinna from another specimen, in which llic clusters or 

capsules (iori) ore more numcrnus and confluent. 10 

5. A singlr duller of cnpsulcs within Ihcit imolucmm, the 

membranaceous base of which they enllrclj conceal, 
magnified SO diam. (1500 times in superficies). 

it, magnified 50 diam. ^ 
7. An unripe capsule. 
S, 0. Side and back views of a ripe, capsule. I magnified 
10,11. Capsule opening and entirely burst, shed- f 50diam. 
ding in iceds. J 

12. A seed magnified 200 diam. 

13. A frond of n cnlLnaitd phml nfihe same species, natural 

sine. 
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